[24-20] THe W) B2 B2 AR AT RS LA

24. In a classic set of studies over a ten-year period, biologist
Gerald Wilkinson found that, when vampire bats return to their
communal nests from a successful night’s foraging, they
frequently vomit blood and share it with other nest-mates,
including even non-relatives./ The reason, it turns out, is that
blood-sharing greatly improves each bat’s chances of survival.
A bat that fails to feed for two nights is likely to die. Wilkinson
showed that the blood donors are typically sharing their
surpluses and, in so doing, are saving unsuccessful foragers that
are close to starvation./ So the costs are relatively low and the
benefits are relatively high. Since no bat can be certain of
success on any given night, it is likely that the donor will itself
eventually need help from some nest-mate. In effect, the
vampire bats have created a kind of
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@ complex social hierarchy

@ ecological diversity

@ mutual insurance system

@ nparasitic relationship

® effective reproduction process
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25. One of the little understood paradoxes in communication is
that the more difficult the word, the shorter the explanation. The
more meaning you can pack into a single word, the fewer words
are needed to get the idea across./ Big words are resented by
persons who don’t understand them and, of course, very often
they are used to confuse and impress rather than clarify. But this
is not the fault of language; it is the arrogance of the individual
who misuses the tools of communication/. The best reason for
acquiring a large vocabulary is that
A genuinely educated person can express himself tersely and
trimly. For example, if you don’t know, or use, the word
‘imbricate,” you have to say to someone, ‘having the edges
overlapping in a regular arrangement like tiles on a roof, scales
on a fish, or sepals on a plant.” More than 20 words to say what
can be said in one.

@ it keeps you from being long-winded

@ you can avoid critical misunderstandings

@ it enables you to hide your true intentions

@ it makes you express yourself more impressively
® you can use an easy word instead of a difficult one
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26. So far as you are wholly concentrated on bringing about a
certain result, clearly the quicker and easier it is brought about
the better. Your resolve to secure a sufficiency of food for
yourself and your family will induce you to spend weary days in
tilling the ground and tending livestock;/ but if Nature provided
food and meat in abundance ready for the table, you would
thank Nature for sparing you much labor and consider yourself
so much the better off./ An executed purpose, in short, is a
transaction in which the time and energy spent on the execution
are balanced against the resulting assets, and the ideal case is
one in which . Purpose, then, justifies the
efforts it exacts only conditionally, by their fruits.

@ demand exceeds supply, resulting in greater returns

@ life becomes fruitful with our endless pursuit of dreams
@3 the time and energy are limitless and assets are abundant
@ Nature does not reward those who do not exert efforts

® the former approximates to zero and the latter to infinity
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27. Psychologist Solomon Asch wanted to discover whether
people’s tendency to agree with their peers was stronger than
their tendency toward independent thought and rational
judgement./ Asch assembled groups of twelve university students
and announced that they were taking part in an experiment on
visual perception. He showed them three line segments, and
asked each one in turn which lime was the longest. It was an easy
task and the correct answer was obvious. However, Asch had
secretly instructed all but the last person in each group, who was
the real subject of the experiment, to say that the medium-length
line was the longest./ As it turned out, over 70 percent of the real
subjects and said that the medium-
length line was the longest.

@ caved in to group pressure

@ figured out the correct answer

3 had problems with their vision

@ roped the other group members in

® used rational judgment in their decision-making
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28. Journeys are the midwives of thought. Few places are more
conducive to internal conversations than a moving plane, ship,
or train./ There is an almost peculiar correlation between what is
in front of our eyes and the thoughts we are able to have in our
heads: large thoughts at times requiring large view, new
thoughts new places. Introspective reflections which are liable
to stall are helped along by the flow of the landscape./ The mind

when thinking is all it is supposed to
do. The task can be as paralyzing as having to tell a joke or
mimic an accent on demand. Thinking improves when parts of
the mind are given other tasks, are charged with listening to
music or following a line of trees.

@ may be reluctant to think properly

@ may focus better on future thoughts

@ can become confused by multitasking

@ is likely to be paralyzed by fear of new tasks
® can be distracted from what is before the eyes
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29. It is a fundamental mistake to imagine that when we see the
non-value in a value or the untruth in a truth, the value or the truth
ceases to exist. It has only become relative. Everything human is
relative, because everything rests on an inner polarity; for
everything is a phenomenon of energy. Energy necessarily depends
on a pre-existing polarity, without which there could be no energy./
There must always be high and low, hot and cold, etc., so that the
equilibrating process-which is energy-can take place. Therefore
the tendency to deny all previous values in favor of their opposites
is just . And in so far as it is a question of
rejecting universally accepted and indubitable values, the result is
a fatal loss.

another way of pursuing relativeness in human affairs

as desirable as the tendency to accept all those values

as much of an exaggeration as the earlier onesidedness

the one and only way of approaching the ultimate truth

>) to admit the presence of energy derived from an inner polarity
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