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[16 6 36]
Cultural characteristics are not only passed from parents to children, but may be passed on from

any one individual to another by word of mouth or by writing.

(A) Like those infectious diseases, cultural habits such as pop music preferences and clothing
fashions may spread very quickly nowadays, especially through the media of radio and
television.

(B) So some cultural changes may be adopted quite quickly by a whole population. Transmission
of culture is rather like transmission of an infection. Flu and colds spread very quickly,

especially with the large amount of contact that people now have with each other.

(C) However, other deep-rooted cultural characteristics of races and racial subgroups are much
more difficult to change. These are the cultural patterns that are so resistant to alteration that

they have the appearance of being inherent.
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